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historical accomplishments in BHungariun mwdicine were performed mainly by
Hungarian msdical men working at Vienna University which waa then the chief centexr
of Austria-Bungery. For exazple, thsre was the discovery of antiseptic operating
tachnigues by Bexmel¥niss, perticularly in coanection with obstetrics. Also, Adam
wvas responsible for the first operational studies on Alzecses of the °ar,
and the dsvelopmant of technigues for diagnosis and trestasnut of varicus disesses of
the ear, In the field of veterioary medicine, some of the outstanding early contri-
butions were ithe Giscovery of pseudo waoies by Auljesgky at -the University of Budnpelt
and the Aiscovery of the modified and iaproved rabies vaccine by Hogyes, also of the
Univezsity or Budapost. Of the more recer* contributiones, we may mention the dis- {
covery of Vitemin C for vhicli Albert de S3epi-Gyorgl was awarded the dobel Prigse, and
discovery of a number of pathways of cell.lar metabolism by Sunt-Oyora. and his

group.
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: At that time Hungariar science wasmaiily under the influence of Germ-lm and Austrian
25X1 science. Hungarian and German science were st about the same level and. there was an
intengive exchange of German and Hurgarian scientists. Prior to l9h0 German science
was equal to that of the United States and the United Kingdom; and, in some particular
fields, was ahead of them. \ This situation, of course, has now cha.nggd.

I i

A. (e) Bzeat-Gyorgl received the liovel Prize for tne discovery of\Vitamin C and
patlways oi .ellu.la.r metabolism, Zechmeister is noted for the discovery and
early development Pf techniques of chromotography. Rarany udn the early
studias on phyuology of the ‘nner .ar and developed the them-mtaanu
techniques and their use in diagnostics, Hevesy made the rirat use of radic-
; active isotopes 1n tiologicel research. Beznak is known ror his studies on
: neuro-guscular mchcnim Iesekutz developed one of the ea.rlicnt orgenic
: complex mercury d.iuretics and conducted a number of basic ntud.ica on pharma-
tlynanics. Mansfeld and Issekutz made a great many otnd:.eu of the physie
! ology of the thyroid gland. All these men whom 1 have mentioned bave received ’
; a great deal of internationa) recognition, Szent-Gyorgi Barany ond fevesy
[ all received Nobel‘ prizes for medical research; and that Zech-
; meister and Mnnnfeld bave been nomipated for the Nobel Prize, th Issekutz
v and Mansiecld have had leading positions in the Hungarian Acadmy of Natural
Yo Scienceg. Bezmak wns elected President of the Biological Research Station at
i Tibany after the war, This 16 one ©of the most important acientific posts
25X1 in the country. ‘ ‘
! ‘ -~
S

Most of these men are now 1‘1?1113 in one or anothexr of the Western countrien. After the

war there was a great deal or enthusiasm frem all scientists to ra.ine the standards of

Hungarian science, dut most people realized that under Communist damimnce this would

not be possible. Therefore, most scientists left the country taka up residence in . -G
i the West, Although it was verydifficult to obtain permission to leave BHungary, some Oa

25)(1 these men managed to got cut, most of them by croseing the border 11legally. At the

sane time, there wao also q‘uite an exodus of younger and even some student scientists.
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?5X1 |Szent--Gyom:". i presently in the US and bLrought with him'almost - n
. his entire staft of probabliz 4 doten young investigators, He 1s working at the :
Merine Biological Laporziory at Wocda Ho. “ansachusetts, Unfortunately, a
because of lack of funds, he was aple 1o cnly three of his esalstam,s, ?
and the others scattexed o other farve ot the S, Som: of themr are woi'king

at Harvard University and +he Univer: 'Y @t Pennsylvania, S:ent-Gyorgitg
main interest, and the main irte ot “ps peple who stayed with bhim in
Wrods Hole, is the Phycicicgy of the conrr.. tion of ske. etal muscle, Zech-
m:ister, toc my knowledge, t5 Profosenr at tna Cal {Turnin Institute of Teche
wlogy, Beznak s Bueit love tigatory aY e of the Gritizh uriversities; and,
recently has been invi+nq Ly e Gf A2 unlversition td be professor
©f paysiology. Heveay i1a + rriss i . He has lived there for
quiie 2 long time, He was firwt or the ErOID 1. wo =hroad, Barany is dead,
He vas professor for a long tiws 4t a Suedizh umivse~ v, Macstelid died in
Huncary a few years AL, lazepurts L4 osei il oE ~1 Pharmacology at

: cemoretors ard assistents

the University of Budupest o freewny it s
ar  abrecad in various countries,  For oeow . 171 and Fabinyi are in
Ew-den and John £2erb 15 ar Daibousje Lino: v in Comada, Many of Mans-
feld s assictantz are AL e For wpee, Lyt .0 v the University of

25X1 Berne end Snjtoer 13 uat Ta:iauacie . n.ver RS rida,

Since 1945 there were tvo important trends in Hungsrian medical research.
Alver 1545 there was great enthusiasm for Taising the standoxds of research in the
country, but very soon this enthusiasm faded when 1t vas obvious that deceuse of

25X1 Communist dominance no free research cowld be pursued. Within a few years moat of
the scientista concentrated on trying to escape and teking up residence in ore of
the Westorn countries, rather than building up Hungarian research, Those who could,
wWont to the West; and when it becanme Practically impossible tc cross the border 3
legally or 1llogally, those who stayed in Hungary became resigned to their situation,
However, research never azsumed 1ts old form; nmot only because the beat pecple weut
abroad, but also because those who stayed at home probvatly did not have suitable!
eavironmeant, nor did they hove the spirit to smerform important resewrch work. Also,
the systen hampered them u great desl, For example, each morning at 8:00 all members
Of all institutes at the University or Buiapest had to sasemble and sing little
Communiot songs under the direction of the Profeszor in preparation for the aonual
May Day parade ia which all the insilitutes had to participate andaing Communist |
8ongs. Several times each week the Political Commisear of the Institute callsd :
meetings and gave lectures on Communist ideology. There were meetings where every
member of the Institute had to confess 8ipns comitted during the week against the ’
Communiste; ana, slthough these meetings vere quite ridiculous, they rere compulsory -~
and consumed a great deal of +time. Also, we have gained the impression that the |
USSR does not particularly care what happens to research in the Sate.lite countries.

Nevertheless, most of the Satellite countries tried tc imitate the organi.ation and

ciientific mothods cf procedure used in the USSK, They tried to give top salaries

to their scientists, at least as compared to some of the other peoplc, especially the

intellectuals in the country. They trisd to give the scilentists publicity, honors, o 5
and medals, but all tnese did not result in any improvement of the situation, Appar- )
ently most of the scientists were not in eny mood to do serious work and since the

time of total Communist rulc of Hungary, no significant contributions havs energed

from Hungary, at least as far as we can see from the published resulta, It seems

that there is no particuliar emphasis on any one field, The scientiste are pretty

well allowed to worx in whatever mannew they decire, but it appearc that in the

central military plans of the Communist bloc the scientific achievements of the

Satell’ter are not playing a very important role.
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in charge of all tnese institutions. Alce the Hinistry of Defense 1s interested in

CON TDENTL: 1 |
L.
ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICAL RESEARCH ACTIVIDIES g
i . !
lla ik
: - ; 1 : ‘a
25X1 ALL Jmivexsiues in ilungary are state conirolled and the M. nistyy >f Education is

directing research programs es ere the Minictry of Public Haalth rnld the Miristry of
Welfare.,1 Since all the pharmaceutical comrenies are natxcmlﬁized, they, together with
their research programs, are under the direction of the Mimistry of Industry and
Commerce [ j | ‘ ‘

25X1
25X1

] : .
(.r2ted T the Nationsl Academy of Natural

bnal Research Couneil in the US; but is,
; Tcat.ligthe research re~cram of the

Most 1of the research sctivivies are R
N

Scienccb‘tmcb play:s o rols saimilar L g0 R

of course|, much mare nowertu;, I, g

inchvidu%. ipstitutes, apd o & pn ot deal :,“;.{’)Ur?f Gves a1l other phssea of a.cti‘rlt:’,'
but, alng‘ has great pover over ird.vidual . tntlsbe tn o airectlog TLELTr RacclCuibe:
careerc. |1 do not know af ary ccoordipation v the Minis v level of research activi-
ties of ‘ﬁsrious institutes, - :
T ‘i :
25X1 Most lreacurch Projects are finmanced by the budget of the particular institute,

For example, in various medical schocls each department or iastitute receives an
annual buglget, ~nd these funds are then distributed among the individual research
workera by the chairman of the department at his| own discretion. Within the freme of
this budsﬁt ths crnirman or the department hac the say as to wvhich projects should be
carried out and .nich not, Of course, there are some pr.‘ects that are sponsored
by the National icadeuy of Sclences and there sre special projeci« which are requested
by one or| another of the Ministries and ucualiy Special funds ere allotted with those
projects. || Usually, in the case of those projectg which are prcposed by the individual
Fossarch wurkers, the funds come from the derartment budget, while thope projects

which u'cj]ptoposcd by the Ministries cr the Rescerch Council are financed by the
reqQuenting| agency., : i
|

25X1

!

25X1 N < -
: The Acedemy has becn recently recrganized and | | they reorgan- - 25X1
) ized during the last year, Scientists who are mex:nbers of the Academy fall into several

' c&tesoriea}, These categories correspond tc thuse adopted long ago by the Soviets. The !

' lowost category ic the field of medical sciences, |and the men in this category are -
called Candidates of Medical Sciences. The second is Doctor of Medical Sciences., The
third is Corresponding Member of the Academy or Medical Sciences and the higheat is .

25x1 Member of 'i e Academy of Medical Sciences. Membezra of the Academy of Medical Sciences

. received uq;.ax-ieu Qirectly from the Academy. Hhe', this new classification was adopted,

] most uni.vex;pity faculties dyopped the awarding of iDoctor's degrees. For example, chem~ .
ists who complete a course at the and of which thqy would be entitled to wxrite a thesis B
and obte.in‘q, Doctor's degree in Chemistry; novw simply receive a diploma in chemisixy. 4
Physicians ‘qre 6till called Doctors, but [ this is just public usage. Officially, 25X1
the title qf,‘ Doctor ig awarded by the National Acag.emy of Sciences and is an advanced
degree in the field of Medical Sciences, Of course, since this new systex of classi-
fication wag adopted all the established scientists in the country have been classified
intc these categoriess Most of the full prcfessors were classified as memberscaf the
Academy and some of the younger ones as Corresponding Members of the Acadexmy. Some of
the younger |assistant and associate profeseors venl: classified either as Candidates
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or Doctors of Medical Sciences. Most cf these classifications appeared in the official
Hungarian Jjournals| ]
{ 1It is very interesting reading because it shows which scientists are
in the Govermment'sr tavor (they are classified higher) and those who are not in favor
and were either classified lower or not in the classification at all. [ ]
these rapks in the Acudemy arc not merely titles for they entitle the recipient

certain tgalaa.-ies provided by the Academy.

25X1

12,

13.

25X1

25X1

<he most important centers of research are of course the four large medical universi-

ties: The University of Budapest, the University of 8zeged, the University of Pecs,

and the University of Debrecen. The f£ifth largest inatitution is the Biological -
Rescarch Station of Tihany and the sixth is the Public Health Research Imstitute at

Budapest. The latter wae originally built and organized as an institute of the

Rockefellur Foundmtion, but later on it was taken over by the State. It ie similar

in function to the Natiomal Institute of Health in the US, It does a great deal of

routine public hemlth work, but there .s also rzerearch work going on there. There are .

& number of pharmaceutical companies, vhich were socialized, vhich have important
rogsearch department$ such as: Chiuoin in Budapest, Wander in Budapest, and so on. s

25X1

I—— [ The National Heelth Inetitute is located in Budapest. The University of Budapest

Medical School! is scattered throughout the Gyati section of the city. Physiology and
Biochemistry are on MurgenenbSrus. Thbe main medical brilding housing the Dean's office
and medical libraries is on Velddr Street. Across irom this, on Ho 8 Endbe Street

‘ CONFmENTIAL,i |
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is t.h‘e Institute of Pathologic.pl Physiolegy and Bacteriolcgy., Eehind the main o
Mediqal Sciences building, surrounded by clinics; is the Inatitute of Pathology and e

25X1 cancer Research. All the 5tre‘::ts have been »enamed several times, v,

| 3

25X1 [ , -

25X1 The National Health Institute in Budapest is about six times the size of the :-

Biological Research Station at Woods Hole and 1g compused of a great number of )
depargments; such as,the Department of Parisitology, Department of Entomology,

25X1 ament of Biological Assay of Pharmaceuticals s Department of Bacteriology, Virology

2 5X1 etc. |The university institutes usually have from five to twenty laboratories » animal
rooms, and a few offices for the professors and research workers,

|

i
‘ QOHFLDENTIAL'

25X1

25x1 | Soﬁxe of the instizutes, foriexmnple,; the Institute of FPharmacclogy in Budapest,
were lu# by several smaller bombs and many of the 1nstruments have been damaged, but
they vere replaced after the war with pev instruments wostly imported from the West,
The Institute of Binchemistry at the University of Budapest, for example, suffezred
almost ‘no loeses at all, in tact}, many of the facilities of the Biochemistry Depart-
ment at 8zeged, most of which orligina.ted frem the Rockefeller grant, were transported
after the war *-om Szeged to Budapest due to the fact tist the Professor at Szeged wvas
nominated to be Professor ot Bic‘phematry at the University of Budapest, To my know-
ledge, lthe National Health Instipute did not suffer heavy losses. The equipment and
alnost all of the facilities remained undaraged. Heavy losses wvere suffered by many
of the institutes in Szeged and many of the theorstical institutes of the medical
faculty were almost completely destroved,

25X1

1 I Most of the institutes wkich
firat fouw jears aiter the war and much audditional equirment has been added to most or ) :
25X1 the institutes, usuclly through i}mports., :

had been dectroyed wams cCuwpletely rebuilt in the

25X1

25x1 all the racilitiegjm controlled by the government. There are very
53]} ileronces between the individual institutions., For exazple, as mentioned

above, the Biochemistry Institute lat the University of Budapest bas very good o
neuitiqa. Most of them are US made and quite recent. Other institutes, like the ) !
Inltitubq for Pathological Physiology at the University of Budapest, which is undexr :
Joint &L:;ection with the Department of Bacteriology, have guite antiquated equipment, |

*  Most equipment corresponds to the average equipmont & the German institutes of sinilaxr
25X1 character iz 1936. There are few rev instruments,

|

i, Equipment’

25X1 Moat c:>r the equipment was in gc?)od condition and there was & great dmal of recon-
tioning| after the war. oOf course, these are all very general statements since there
are great| aifferences between the gnivcrsitiee.

|

25X1

25X1
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there were no definite resecarch
Programa established by each inctitution., Reasearch projects were usually proposed by

the individual research workers or teams of research workers which were voluntarily

formed. The program was proposed to the head of the depar<ment with whose approval a

budget was allocated to the research project and experiments were undertaken., In the .
case of induastrial and govermment grants for perticular research Projects, the head

of the departme.at usually appointed a team to work on the project but after the pro-

J=ct had been completed, the individual research workers were again free to ‘select

their own topics. | | the factory workers were urged to

make so-called production races, vhereby the workers rould receive promotions and

bonuses., A similar production race was introduced in scientific research vhers.the

individual institutes and departments were supposed to compete with each other for .
certain bonuses. Howsver, in these craces the only criterion was volume of work ek
turned out and the number ¢ff papers published. Little consideration was given either

to the quality or aignificance or those publications and their practical aspects or

their applied character, The last race in medical research of which I heard was won

by the Irstitute of Pharmacology of the Upniversity c¢f Budapest, |:|we can

agnin sece manifestation of the fact that apparently the Sovidtas don't care particular-

ly about scientific research in the Satellite countries; they L.t the people Ao vhata

ever they want. However, as the usual Communist techniques wvhichare prevalent in

Soviet science s Or, for that matter in the factories or any place else, are also

appliiea in Huhgary, we o the same manifestatio romotions and
CONFIDE u.| |
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distribution of bonuses on the basis of the number of publiletions are

factors which greatly decrease the production of really valuable: research in Hungarien
medicine. There is a fairly well organized distribution of pe.tienfb. In various
universities and civic hospitels there are registers in which all petients are listed
with their diagnoses. It is possitle to select frou these registers the particular W
cases in which a regearch werker is intexested and request. the hospital to transfer )
the patient to the department of the investigator who wants to work #ith that particu- e
lar disease. The esituition 15 similar to the outa-patient departuments and since all ;
patients are now required to follow thesc recommend.ations » cljnical material for )
clinical research showid be abundant, ‘ !

Anrrm e ——— o

RESEARCH PERSONNEL : i

16.

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

a7,

Most of the members of the research institutions are older men, v'rho received their
training under the previous regime, however many of 'the younger men started tneir
training under the previous regime but firished their training under the present
regime, Obviously, most of the people in medical research ave nbt Communistically
inclined; bdbut; of ccurse, most of them Jjoined the pm-ty in order to get some
advantages. !

In Hungary, in medical research <~clusively, medical wen, (ML o), arc usually

competent, There are very few PhI'g in medical sciences, only about three oxr four
in the whole country. Most of the medical research 1s done by people who first
earned en MD and then got advanced training in one of the theoretical institutes or
$cssibly tock o PRD in a relatad science such as o 1pminfry or nh‘uicl.

A number .f the younger scientists left the country and went to thc V¥est after the
Lulwwuint regime took over but there are a number of people vho are lofi. Also,

before the Communist regime took over, private pnctiﬁomra were mch toetter off

p———y -

financially than those who stayed in medical research. This, howevar, has changed
since the Communist regime took over since now the practicing pha'liciann are paid -~
salaries by the state and thus there is no difference between these two classes.

In some instances; people in medical sciences, especially after obtaining higher rank,
are much better off financially;therefore, a groat number of pecple vho were really
not research-minded and did not contemplate research, went into that field to fil2
the places of those who had left the country. There 18 & very great shortage of
well-trained laboratory technicians. Indeed, laberatory technicisns are very seldom
scon in Hungarian inatitutes. Of course, there are janitora and untrained help, such
as women who are employed to vash glassware and 4o some minor assisting, but thore
are no schools to train laboratory assistants ndwually medicel students are-hired
to 4o some of this work ir their spare time, Most of the scientists, actually, have
to do & great deal cf the simpler technical work themselves becaue of the lack of

trained technicians,
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23.

2k,

Af'ter the ; the country wss unabdle to pay for trem, but a great number
and books were received as gifts,

During the war, very few journals and books were received from the Allie:d countries,

Of course; these did not make complete serims in

of Jjourpals

the medical libraries, This situstion prevailed in 1947]

Most research institites aave their cvn librarie< 5

In each city there are the nniversity libraries which

particular: : ield,
ete collecticn of the journala,

tain a comp,

|
but they usually have. ionly text-
books and refereuces and only a few jourmals which are the most important in their

try to main~

In 1947 | |r..he sclentists had free access. |

Journals,

|from the few papers originatiang in HungAry it seems that
They axe quTting freely papers which appeared recently in English and Ax@eric&n '

as.

25X1

26,

Bungarian o The Jjournal was called "Orvostudomanyi Besyeaner" and
publiched reviev pepers in selected fields. ‘
medical literature. I understand that bstween 19548 and 1949 1t ceesed to

tura. Wheth?r this jourmal iz still in existence o not, I do not know. |

After the \m.!r & journal was organized to abstract foreign medical literatwe in the

1t aleo

The jcurnal mainly -bltrlct‘o'r Western

sppear and

instead m;lpr Jouraal was published which translated only Russian medical litera-

The Journal ‘plfublinha(l in Hungary corresponding to the AMA Journal is "Oxvo
The Journal
and emrmeppa.l Pathology papers 13 "Hungarica Physiologica Acta" which 1
by the Bunsa.r;un Academy of Natural Scicnces, There are various clinica.’
such as "Hungarica Fediatrica Acta" and "Hungarica Medica Acta”., Most of
institutions have their own "Acta". :
| CONFIDENTIAL]
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After the war most of the Hungarian textbooks were old ones, written around 1938
and 1940; but a good many professors started to write their own textbooks and bring
the old ones up to date, One of the outstanding examples of textbooks of this sort
18 the "Textbook of Pharmacology and Theraputics" by Issekutz, However, a good
number of sciences aid not have! up-to.date textbooks 1in the native language.

In the past the most Promient influences were the Germans and to some extent the

L__Fnglish, Right after the war, US medicine began to have a great infiluence, At the

same time tie Communist element in the medical associations atarted large-scale
rropagauda for, Populerizing Russian medical resg%,, but with little That

was the sit 19&7;| ] but
nob~Av dares .o show any sympalhV or respect for US medical

iiterature, but instead ig quite entbusisstic about Sovict accomplishments. Howe
ever, almost ail Hungarian research workers can read English, German, and French,
but few can read Russian., Of course, the new generation hes to learn Russian in

. high school, und this situation may change.

32.
25X1
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1
I | All letters are censored, !

“EH DO censor’s stamp appears on the letters,
e Lo automatizally suspected, Most of the .
7o 1G58 and 1949 stopped writing completely and
‘DR1QT reprints,

Anyone who receives foreagn corre
scientists with whcm we corresp.n
merely send printed post cards as

| It 1s quite izpossible for scientists vho are not higaly trusted by the Party

to leaves the country under any circumstances, Of course, it is quite impossible for
them to attend international mretings. If that were pernitted, | |very
few of them would return. 1

There are no foreign scientists in the country, with the exception of a few Soviot
Professors vho are mainly in the clivical field (for exazple, surgery), wvho became
peruunent residents of Huugary and who teach in the medical schools, Strangely
enouch, these men corduct thoir lectures and demonstrations ip Russian which 18

understood by very few of ths stude..cs,

Salaries are relatively low, The liviog standard fell off to an all time low in
Hungary, yet in relation to the overall fall of living standarde, scientific personnel
are fairly wvell off, altLough their living standards have also fallen, Since the
living standards of the Practicing phyasicians fell much more » there is some degree of
attraction to sci@ntiric and university posts. Of course, most of the people are

quite pathetic in.viev of the shortages of food and clothing and all kinds of necessi-

ties,
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Right after the war a large aumber of medical students were admitted; since

the var, a great purber of medical students left the country and there was . sceose
25X1 shortage of rhysicians, Recently,[™the number of medical students
has decrczsred, one reason being tnal the authorities refused the enrollment of

people who came Prom capltalistic Or intellectusl families, Children of workers

and farmers sre preferred because ir 1 thought thet these pecple » once they
25X1 graduate and become prbfesmon&l people, will owe their training to the present
25X1 regime and will be faithful,
37.
1 [ I
25X1 |Lha\‘cla93room.-5 and 1eborstories which were originally contem-
blated for very large ¢lasres should be adequate, The “ingarian universitiea do not
25X1 grant BS gdegre=s, por do they grant MS degraes.. For exarple, if someone attended
the school of chemistry for ftour years and passed bils final examinations, he simply
25X1 Teceives a diploma stating that he 1s a chemist. If he wante to find a& Job, however,
he has to pess a State ;oa.rd examinaticn, If he passes, he gets a state diploma.,
stating that he 1s a chemist, but he gets no academic degree. In the system that
25X1 vas still existing in 1947, and as I undsrstand was Still existing in 1949 4nd 1950

the students cauld g0 op with their studies and on the basias of this could gt o ;
25X1 a4 Doctor of Science degree (PhD). In medicine, the MD degree was granted on the c
basis of five to aix years study plus an addtional year of internshin, .

25X1 The caliber of the taacl:ung 8taff is quite varied. There ere still som o0ld pro- i
fessors vho are left cver from the 0ld regime, There are very young men on the :
faculty| || and;, since they are guite unknown, it is possible R R
25X1 that theIr caliSer is ndt very bigh. S
39, A

'The profeseors are expecjted. to do some research; bat, of courge, their main undere
25X1 taking is teaching. The clinical professors have to direct their respective clini-
cal departments also,

%. I

The theoretical aspec*s c‘:f medicine rather than the applied aapects are stressed ;
25X1 much more by the teuharnj of undergraduste courses. This Policydiffers from the [
policiees used in other countries. For cxample, someone can flunk an examination in i
25X1 Internal Medicine i he canmot put s certain biochemical equation on the blackboard, . j
but if be shows minor veaknesses in diagnostics, it is not taken seriously. That is ‘ R
the reason Hungarian undergraduste students show much more eanthusiasm for research, P
25X1 This wae the situation be;fore the war and in 1947, but I d~ not know how it is now, v

L1, |

Before and during the vu-: and probably the first year after the war, most students

came from the middle class and often their parents were Physicians, engineers, or
government officials, However, today these pecple are not accepted in medical schools end
and most of the medical students come frmm tue ranks of the working class. The only

excert ions,of course, m\the high Party officials whose children are accepted regard-

less of the economic or intellectuval background of their parents.

25X1 |
|
|
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high schools; which are called Gymnasiums in Hungary, were very hard, It was an
eight year course at the end of which the students had to pass a very difficult exam-
ination ip their field of study. Those vho passed the examinaticn were ready to
enter the university and take medical training, The first v o years of medical
school vere spent studying the natursl sciences and m:dical s:iences, most of which
are covered in college :n the Us. For - vample, in +re first year, the student
studies Caemistry and Prysick and also & atomy and emoryclogy. Tn the second year
they stucy the m:dicel Sciences only; piyi0iCgy. brochemistry, gaeneral tiology.
gmetics, aratomy, and regional ard s gicsl anstomy {tnis 1s a-~tually =.cond y:ar
anatomy), Ir the thiréd yeer they «.udied m¢ = of the medice . slences; pathology,
Pharmacslogy, microbiolcgy, public Realth, ar” patholog-+al paysiology. ‘They also
;6rT1ed clinicsl subjectsy suth s, Zivernsl mrcicine, ‘A agnostics =nd sargery.
The fourth and tifth vears were entizely zlix:2sl. The students had to serve &
clinical elerkship, snd =k only ~hecreticel subiecra they nsd 1n these years were
l:gal medi~ine apd piblic kalth, ALl wedical students vere required tc take &
course inm d2ntistry. Aft=. finicsbing these courses, pa degrce was granted; the
students hod to finish their interaship first, There were several important exam-
inations given during medical :school, For example, aftexr the first two years,.
the students had to tuke examinations in all the sub‘2cts. atrdied so far and after
the third year they had to pass examinations in the m:dicel gciences. Aftexr comw
Pleting thzir interaship, they had to pass examinatiuns similar to those given by
the State Boards the US 1n all clinicsl subjects; public health, and legal
mdicine, i

There are very few organized postgraduate couses, However, usually, the young
Physician who has just received his MD spend: a number ¢f years in that particular
brench of medicine in which he wants to work later ¢n.  For example; it is almost
imposmidble to cstablich a pract:ce hefore one nas sgeat a number of years in, prefere
ably, the University Hospital ) ¥hich amounts; of coursee, to rostgrsduste training.
After three to six years of residence in a hoapital; one could apply for Specialty -
Board Examinations. In the theoretical medical sciences, 1t was customary for the
young phvsicians to apend a number of years ir the department or the field in vhich
they want to apecialize, und possibly speand a Tew years in departments of related
sclencas.

There is no Master's degrece, For the MD degree; the medical course mentioned above
has v0 be finished together with internship, and the National Board Examination has
10 be 1assed, After this, the MD degree 15 grantsd withocut requiring ¢ thesis. For
the PhD degree, of course, all the courees have to be passed, and also the finsl cxan-
inations and the Nationsal Boaxd Exmmination., In addition; a thesis has to be pre=-
sented and pubdblicly deferded.

There is little direct aid given; howvever; ttudents are usually nominated to some kind
of post. In the university they are called hssistants or Assiastant Instructors and
they receive a small salary. .

The most important incentive is probably that it is practically imposaible to fiud a
Jjob without some kind of clinical or institutionsl experience,
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There are no provisions et all for fore\isn travel apd study for postgraduate students RN
at precent. Right after the ‘wAr there E:e a few fellowships available t0 the USSR,

|

but later on they were ca.ncelled.
After the war \of course, a fey offer: came from Western

countries, chiefly, Mtzerla.nd I:‘n.nce 3 and the UK for fellowships. At that time

)
a grest number of students accepted them, but most of these students refused to
return to Hungary,and, the\refore, Hunga.r\y did not permit travel to foreign countries

thereafter, |

|
|th.ere 1a no formsal p'lastg-aduate training. Young physicians

simpiy spend & certein a.munt of time vorking in various ascademic ipstitutes, Of
cuurse, they can work ip She National Hﬂa.lfh Institute or the Biological Reseaxch

Institute at Tihany, Tt 1s|not customary vo vork in industrial phermaceutical
laboratories if one is intexyuung to pu::swle az acgdemic career.

1
All posts open in research :Lhatxmtu are Hrn.le-d, but vhether thsy are filled with

the right kind of people right now, and vhether they will develop imto outstandiug
scientiats, is quite queatiomble. \ ‘

25X1

25X1

25X1

Almoat all younger resecarch workexrs [ :
including many membera of the|Communist Party (some Joined out of mere opportmu.ln, : ’ 25X1
other joined out of some kind of convzct:xon\which, of course, was probebly regretted I

by them later) stated that they would, if possidle; go to Weutcrn countries and:

would gladly stay there. I‘houe who did noc)nttem to go to the West, 414 not 46

80 because either they did not. have the coafildence in their o\m abilities o eaub- :
1ish themselves in foreign couantries, or eone other obstacle stopped them. It was .
the ususl case in 1947 that anybody, at lecs-: most of the pecple in medicel research,
would be very happy if they could go to wesbern countries. Of course, those who

stayed had to claim that they did not aympat.tuze with Western i1deas. The priacipal
methods used to keep these people in the country are barbed wire, mine fields, police
dogs, watoh towars vith mrmed guards, etc. It 1s alwost lnpossible to socure & pass~

port for travel or immigration ‘1nto foreign uountrin. It 18 aleo almost impossible,
because of the sbove mentioned factors, to luve the gountry illegally. Very fow ’
peopla who attempt this succeed, and many of them get killed in the attempt. .
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